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Be | As | begin writing this, 200,000 Americans have died from COVID-19 and I’m in a car 
traveling 2,600 miles as my family relocates to Canada, escaping choking wildfire smoke 
that has engulfed the West Coast for weeks. 


| keep thinking back to early March when our office in Portland, Oregon, 
consisting of four people, worked together in person for what would be the 
last time. We knew a lockdown was coming and that there would be huge 
shifts in how life would operate for a while. But | don’t think anyone could 
grasp just how devastating the pandemic would be, or that eight months 
later we'd be entering winter with the virus running unchecked through 
the U.S. and 1,000 people dying every day. 


At the time, we all retreated to our homes to wait it out and work. 
| wish I'd given them each a hug. 


We'll never return to that office again-ever. As the economic toll mounted, 
our features editor Eleri Harris moved back to her home country of Australia, 
where coronavirus is largely under control (see more on her flee on page 98). 
Then this summer, exhausted with our second baby and depleting savings, 
my wife and | decided to move to her small hometown in Canada. 


| made it over the border through marriage; it remains closed to any US. citizen 

coming on their own. Here we will have help with childcare from our in-laws, not to 

mention we'll be able to live ina country with a far greater handle on the pandemic. 
Some places are faring better than others, but there's no escaping it completely. 


In this issue, we visit anumber of countries where the virus, and the 
response to the virus, has reshaped life: South Korea, Lebanon, 
Brazil, Navajo Nation, and the former epicenter of Queens, 
New York. We also hear from cartoonists who have been 
married, given birth, attended funerals, and 
protested during this great reshuffling of society. 


We did not capture every aspect of 

the pandemic, because it touches everything 

in all ways. But we did our best to make 

: this reflective of the moment we're in- 
COSTS i WEX. a : J a moment where doing your best has become a lot 

= ——— = fa harder. The Nib's team is now scattered across the globe, 

running the publication through a recession, with 

freelancers experiencing their own crises, and 

mailing a magazine through a postal system stretched to the 

breaking point. The good news is, everyone can relate. 


Everything is a little harder these days, including my ability to finish 
this letter. As | wrap it up and we prepare to go to press, the 
number of dead Americans is now 235,000 and Trump has been 
voted out of office. | am out of quarantine in a new country with 
my eyes open: We will never resume the lives we lived in March. 
But maybe when this is over they can be something better. 


Hugs, 


MATT Bors 


Matt Bors 
Editor and Publisher 
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DISPATCHES 


DISPATCH FROM A FAILED STATE 


how TO 
MISHANDLE A 
PANDEMIC 


LAURA ATHANDE 


COVID-19 HAS HIT BRAZIL PARTICULARLY HARD. 
WE RE THE SECOND MOST-AFFECTED COUNTRY IN THE 
WORLD, WITH 120,462 PEOPLE DEAD AND COUNTING 
AS OF AUGUST 30TH. 


LIVING UNDER A GOVERNMENT THAT S IN DENIAL 
HEANS WE CAN T RELY ON OFFICIAL INFORMATION. 
HY FAMILY S FROM ANOTHER STATE AND I HAVE NO 

IDEA WHEN (or IF) rut GET TO SEE THEM AGAIN. 


PLEASE HOM, 

STAY HOHE. |'H NOT 

EXAGGERATING, THIS 
Is serious! 


RIGHT-WING PRESIDENT JAIR BOLSONARO, LIKE TRUMP, 
HASN'T ACKNOWLEDGED THE GRAVITY OF THIS CRISIS. 


IT WON T BE A 
LITTLE FLU THAT'S 
GONNA BRING HE 


BOLSONARO SAYS “THE ECONOMY CAN'T STOP. 
BECAUSE OF COVID. HE SEEMS TO NOT CARE THAT... 


THE ECONOMY 
CAN RECOVER; 
DEAD PEOPLE 
CANNOT. 


EDSON DOHINGUES, RESEARCHER AT THE FEDERAL 
UNIVERSITY OF HINAS GERAIS, DEPARTHENT OF ECONOHICS, 
IN AN INTERVIEW WITH NEWS PORTAL G1 HINAS 


THE VIRUS HAS MADE HY COUNTRY S INEQUALITIES «. AND THE VERY FIRST PERSON TO DIE FROH IT IN 
PAINFULLY CLEAR. ONE OF THE FIRST PEOPLE THE STATE OF RIO DE JANEIRO WAS HER MAID. 
DIAGNOSED WITH COVID-19 WAS A WEALTHY WOMAN 
RETURNING FROM VACATION IN EUROPE... 


WITH LITTLE TO NO GOVERNMENT SUPPORT, 
SELF-ISOLATING HAS BEEN A LUXURY THE 
WORKING CLASS CAN'T AFFORD. 


\'H ONE OF THE LUCKY ONES. BOTH ME AND HY WHEN BRAZIL REACHED 100,000 pean, 
PARTNER ALREADY WORK FROM HOME. STILL, OUR PROTESTERS COVERED THE FAMOUS COPACABANA 
LIVES ARE FAR FROM NORHAL. BEACH IN MEMORIAL CROSSES. IT'S HARD TO HOPE FOR 
A BETTER FUTURE WHEN OUR LEADERS PRIORITIZE 
PROFITS FOR A FEW PEOPLE OVER THE LIVES OF MANY. 


| TRY EVERY DAY NOT TO BE OVERWHELMED BY THE 
FEELING OF HELPLESSNESS AND ABANDONHENT. e2 


DISPATCH FROM A FAILED STATE 


DISPATCH FROM ANXIOUS TIMES 


PRACTICING 


The pandemic has made people 
with no history of anxiety 
frantic to cleanly separate = 


“safe” from aemgeen ac 
SW &o 

They slice and slice, 

looking for certainty 


and findi ; —N 
an in ing none WN 


Usually it’s manageable, 
but in late 2015 suddenly 
it wasn’t anymore. 


I spent months , 
barricaded inside } 
my apartment. 


B My whole life—job, deadlines, 


friendships—narrowed down 
to risk assessment and 
elaborate cleansing rituals. 


It was also a wake-up call: 
I hadn't been “managing” my OCD 


nearly as well as I thought I had. 


So I started therapy again, 
committed to a CBT* regimen, 
and went on a very high dosage 
of anti-anxiety medication. 


0) 


fora PANDEMIC 


*Cognitive behavioral therapy, a technique of changing behavior and thought processes through small, incremental steps 


I've struggled with 
Obsessive Compulsive 
Disorder since childhood. 


I fixate on communicable 
diseases and infestations that 
I can be deathly afraid of 
catching and of spreading 

at the same time. 


Looking for certainty 
‘and finding none. 


It sucked. 


Eventually I pushed past my 
previous baseline of “mostly 
fine” into “actually fine.” 


I was more centered 
and in control of my 
own anxiety than I'd 
ever been before. 


But I didn't. 


Just checking in 
to see how you've 


Hi sweetie! 


holding up. 


Ohl Wait, 
seviously? 


And then. 
Well, COVID-19 


arrived. 


DISPATCH FROM ANXIOUS TIMES 


Contagious, insidious, 
asymptomatic—it may as 
well have been tailored 
to my anxieties. 


I should have gone 
into a tailspin just 
thinking about it. 


My OCD isn’t going anywhere. 
But ironically, my complete 
breakdown five years ago— 
and the work I put into my 
mental health afterwards 
—prepared me well for the 
moment we're in now. 


I've got my meds, plenty of 
experience managing chronic 
anxiety and social isolation... 


...and a lot of practice maintaining 

strict personal quarantine protocols. 
However dangerous the world 
gets, the inside of my head is 
the safest it’s ever been. 


DISPATCH FROM QUEENS 


THE FIRST EPICENTER 


BY NICCOLO PIZARRO 


"I WAS BORN IN ELMHURST 
HOSPITAL. OVERALL MY 
EXPERIENCES THERE ARE 

BEYOND POOR. LONG WAITS 

FOR CHECKUPS, POORLY 

MAINTAINED FACILITIES, 
I COULD GO ON." 


"IT'S SPLIT SERVING 
POC IMMIGRANTS LIKE 
US, AND INCARCERATED 
FOLKS. THERE'S NOT 
MUCH COMPASSION 
FOR EITHER." 


"I WAS BORN THERE TOO! I THINK THE 
PROBLEM IS GEOGRAPHY-IT'S IN THE MIDDLE 
OF QUEENS, CLOSE TO A MAJOR SUBWAY 
STATION, AND THAT MEANS CROWDING. 
IT'S NOT FUNDED LIKE MANHATTAN HOSPITALS, 
BUT WHERE ELSE CAN YOU GO?" 


"THESE ARE ALSO COMMUNITIES OF ESSENTIAL 
WORKERS, THE MOST LIKELY TO GET COVID. 
SO WHEN IT CAME, THE HOSPTIAL WASN'T READY." 


A FEW THINGS I'VE DONE 


+ MASSIVE CUTS TO MEDICAID 


+ ALLOWED SEVERAL HOSPITAL 
CLOSURES THROUGHOUT THE 
CITY BEFORE COVID 


+ NO CANCELLATION OF RENT 
AND NO AID TO UNDOCUMENTED 
IMMIGRANTS 
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GLAD TO BE 
BACK, BUT UGH, 
THIS CITY FEELS 

SO DEAD. 


DISPATCH FROM QUEENS 


DISPATCH FROM THE NAVAJO NATION 


THE NAVATO NATION 
HAS BEEN RAVAGED 
BY COVID-14 


Art by 
ARIGON 
STARR 


Writing by 
KALLE 
BENALLIE 


Adapted by 
ELERI 
HARRIS 


Lilly Tsosie, Navajo, 
diéd ftom COVID-19 
on Tune 17. 


She was 65 yeats old. 


Tsosié had worked as a phlebotomist, 
a technician who takes blood samples, 
at the San Juan Regional Medical 
Center in Farmington, New Mexico, 
for 30 years. 


He “pare ; 
expressed their | 
concern about 
Tsosié working 
during the 
Pandemic and 
asked her to 

take some 

time off. 


THIS IS M? JOB, 
| HAVE TO GO, | HAVE 
TO HELP OTHERS, 
AND IF | DON’T DO IT 
THEN WHO’S GOING 
TO DO IT? 


Tsosié is survived by seven 
grandchildren and her four daughters, 
Lacey, Lindsay, Lauren, and Lana. 


SHE WAS LIKE 
THE BACKBONE 
OF OUR FAMILY. 
SHE LOVED HER 
GRANDKIDS. 


=< er Ee 
| a MI LACE? WILLIAMS, DAUGHTER 


The hospital gave her a break, 
but it’s believed Tsosié was exposed 
atound May 11, when she was called 
in to wotk on the COVID-19 floor 

because of shott staffing. 


On May 14, Tsosié began experiencing 
symptoms, such as a headache, fever, 
and cough. She atrandged with her boss 
to have a test, and the next dag it 
was confitmed that she contracted 
the novel coronavirus. 


es 


COUGH! 2p 
COUGH! 


hes 


Williams and her siblings want 
to reiterate her mother’s plea 
for COVID-19 awareness 
by social distancing and 
taking necessaty precautions. 


I INDIAN- This comic was produced in collaboration 
<B> country 


with Indian Country Today. 


Tsosié was at home for about a week 
before sh€ was admitted to a hospital 
with low oxygen levels and was 
eventually intubated on June 2. 
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MOISTEN HER Te. 
LIPS EVERY Two ee) 
HOURS So THE? | 

WOULDN’T 
CRACK. 


Lindsay, Lauren, and her oldest 
grandson, Xavier, took turns 
sitting with Tsosie in her last hours 
as the rest of the family 
arewelled her on FaceTime. 


he San Juan Regional Medical Center | 


cootdinatéd a proceéssjon on June 19 


from the hospital in Albuquerque to 
her home of Farmington. 


|About 20-30 cars, filled with family, 
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WEe’D LIKE EVERYONE TO 
PLEASE WEAR THEIR MASK. 
WHETHER YOU WANT TO OR NOT, 
IT’S PROTECTING SOMEBODY’S 
LOVED ONE. IT’S PROTECTING 
OUR HEALTHCARE WORKERS. 


DISPATCH FROM THE NAVAJO NATION 


THE PANDEMIC HAS CERTAINLY MADE URBAN RATS 
MUCH MORE VISIBLE. 


IN CHICAGO, CROW PEST CONTROL REPORTED A 25% 
INCREASE IN RAT EXTERMINATION CALLS SINCE THE 
PANDEMIC BEGAN. RODENT COMPLAINT CALLS ARE AT 
A RECORD HIGH IN WASHINGTON D.C. AND A UNIVERSITY 
OF RICHMOND STUDY FOUND RAT CONTROL REQUESTS 
FROM FIRST-TIME CLIENTS WAY UP, INDICATING RATS 
ARE MOVING TO NEW PLACES. A VIRAL VIDEO OF 
NEW ORLEANS’ BOURBON STREET PROVIDED 
A MORE VISCERAL ILLUSTRATION. 


AGE YR D a" Wy THERE ARE REPORTS THAT RAT POPULATIONS HAVE 
P @ E @ VE j 2 \ BECOME EXCEPTIONALLY AGGRESSIVE, AND ARE 
RESORTING TO CANNIBALISM TO SURVIVE. 


ACCORDING TO RODENTOLOGIST DR. BOBBY CORRIGAN, 
THE LONGER THAT RATS MUST TRAVEL TO FIND FOOD, 
THE MORE LIKELY THEY ARE TO EAT EACH OTHER. IN 
APRIL, ONE NEW YORK EXTERMINATOR PHOTOGRAPHED 
A MASS OF RAT BLOOD, LEGS, AND TAILS — THE 
AFTERMATH OF AN !NTRA-SPECIES FEEDING FRENZY. 


RATS ARE PART OF THE URBAN 
ECOSYSTEM — BUT FOR THE MOST 


i a i ia ASS THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
Yip i a] CHANGED THAT. 
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DISPATCH FROM THE CITY OF THE FUTURE 
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CITY RATS SURVIVE ON GARBAGE 

AND FOOD WASTE. SO WHEN aie rere 
RESTAURANTS CLOSED IN MARCH AGAIN! WHAT 
AND APRIL, RATS AND HUMANS 

ALIKE STOPPED BEING SERVED. 


THE RATS ARE EASIER TO SPOT, BUT COvID-19 | [fy 
HLOMMATNG MANY STEMS roosters | AZ| | RATS ARERESIUENT. THEY WILL ADAPT TO OUR 
Te eee y; CHOOSE HOW WE RESPOND TO THE PANDEMIC. 


A : 7 See HOW WILL WEP 


86 Street Station SRD i 247i tt ||} f THERE IS A HOMELESS CAMP NOT FAR FROM WHAT WILL OUR FUTURE LOOK LIKEP 
Uptown & The Bron ~ \\171T1| | BOURBON STREET. AN INCREASE IN RATS MEANS 


A — a 


RATS DON’T STORE FOOD, AND THEY RELY ON IN THE SUMMER 
NEARBY TRASH SOURCES FOR MEALS. WITH THEIR RESTAURANTS BEGAN 
REGULAR SPOTS CLEANED OUT, THEY'VE HAD 
A REOPENING FOR OUTDOOR- 
TO TRAVEL FARTHER TO EAT — SOMETIMES ONLY DINING THE RATS 
TO MORE RESIDENTIAL AREAS. TOOK ADVANTAGE. 


mAnaAlsaeaSs 


| RATS STARTED COMING OUT IN THE fa 
| DAYTIME, AND IN LARGER NUMBERS. ba 
J) 
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DISPATCH FROM THE CITY OF THE FUTURE 


DISPATCH FROM THE FRONT YARD 


The 2020 COVID-19 pandemic was in full 


F ae 
by Greve Toe swing and it was John’s birthday 


On a hot July day, Dot Levine parked their 
car in a Suburb northwest of Philadelphia. 


Dot has been working as a Singing telegram 
since early in the pandemic, when shows 


His husband, Jim, had ordered a song from Denead Gardice che che our. 


“Dottie’s Serenade Service.”’ 


Bay mir bishtu 
sheyn... 


Work in the music industry was already 
a constant hustle, and physical venues 
weren't always helpful. 


It’s hard for musicians to respect 
their own craft when venues 
don’t value them. It creates 
unnecessary Competition. 


Dot especially loves to sing to people in 
their extended community from which they 
feel genuinely supported; their synagogue, 
their queer community, and their friends. 


This is the perfect gift for the man 
who already has everything (as I’m 
his everything). 


Dot was inspired to become a Singing 
telegram after hearing a podcast 
make fun of the idea. 


It’s become so busy I’ve had 
+o hire other musicians! 


They have noticed that people are 
appreciating music much more 
during the pandemic. 


DISPATCH FROM THE FRONT YARD 


DISPATCH FROM THE FRONT LINES 


merce VISIBLE MANUAL LABOR HeRe. 


i! ) Nn Ally) eSou €eS + | Fist CAMe To KoReA FOUR YeARS AGO, 
; BUT |’ STILL AMAZED AT THe AMOUNT OF 


SPALL SD 


In THE DECADES AFTER THE END OF THE 
Korean War in 1953, Low-PaiD FEMALE 
LABOR POWERED THE CARLY STAGES OF THE 
country’s RECOVERY... 


Only To Be siDeuned In THe TRANSITION TO 
HEAVIER INDUSTRY 


And now topay’s Korean women, WORKING 
ATA SI” RATe OF emPLOoyMeNnT AND yeT food Service (are 
ACCOUNTING FOR 2/3 oF unPROTeCTeD oe orien 
IRREGULAR WORKERS IN SOMe OF THe SeCTORS 


HARDEST HiT BY COVID-11... 


_ > 
66% of \. 
° oS 


AR@ ONCE AGAIN FINDING THEIR 
FINANCIAL AUTONOMY THREATENED IN THe 
TRANSITION TO LIFe IN A PANDEMIC. 


IN A COUNTRY THAT ALREADY HAS THe GREATEST 
GeNDdeR PAY GAP ACCORDING To THE ORCD*. 


AND THE HIGHEST RATE OF OLDER-AGE POVERTY 
ACCORDING To THE OR CD... 


DISPATCH FROM THE FRONT LINES 
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Women workers, ; = JL 
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School meal 


workers protest | / Care workers protest ineusticient 

dhe 19, J 4 
tripled workloads under : support during COVID-14, July Js 
COVID-19, August 8th ° WW A 


f NOW STRUGGLE TO REMAIN 
Performance by women unemployed due 

+o COVID-19 at “th Wage Discuminaticn VISIBLE ON THEIR 

Day” rally, May 18th OWN TERMS. 


i tf is »») 


| \\ iN c . 


*Orcanisation FoR &conomic Co-oreranion and Devetopment 


DISPATCH FROM VIRUS HQ 


May 5, 2020: The fevers were getting 
worse. I checked all the Covid boxes. 
I did a teledoc visit. 


Colleen AF Venable 
Ellen T. Crenshaw 


April 28, 2020: 
Dizzin SS nd fevers start. 


a second 
opinion! 


I don't know 
how I got it. 
I wore masks. 
I wore gloves. 
I barely left 
my apartment. 


May 10-25, 2020: I was achy and 
feverish and constantly on the verge 
of calling an ambulance—terrified of 

what it might cost... 


I often woke up drenched in 
underboob sweat that created an 
exact image of Deadpool’s face. 


Between being unable to crawl into 
the shower and fostering a litter 
of baby rabbits, losing my sense of 
smell was probably a blessing. 


I live alone in a Brooklyn apartment 
where the windows are all obscured or 
face brick walls, except one. TV made me 
woozy, So instead I’d lay on my bed, 
binoculars in hand, and watch Pigeon TV. 


os 


J 
LL I don't care 
=/ how puffed up 
he is! You're 
too good for 


him, Phyllis! 


September, 2020: I look 
normal, but I sometimes have 
heart palpitations. Occasionally 
I pass out doing normal things. 


My lungs still haven't 
recovered. I carry inhalers like 
weapons, one in every pocket. 


I lost an octave of my 
singing voice. I'll never be in 
a Hall & Oates cover band. 


June, 2020: My bedroom looked 
like a nightclub when the protests 
started, police lights bouncing off 

the frosted glass. 


Screams and megaphones, scuffles 
and cries—I listened as my neighbors 
got arrested, unable to,do anything 
other than stare at the roof across 
the street, hoping for answers, 
hoping for something better. 


) yigeons remembered 
ey could tly those’ nights. 


I was lucky. So many 
friends are still in and out 
of hospitals months after 

being diagnosed. Some went 
in but never came out. 


Everyone keeps saying, 
“When everything is back 
to normal,” but I’m not 
sure that’s a possibility. 
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We got this, 
Phyllis. 


DISPATCH FROM VIRUS HQ 
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Illustration by Elizabeth Haidle 


LIFE IS 
FOR THE 
LIVING 


THE RESPONSE 


I had a baby during the height 
of the COVID-14 pandemic in 
northern New Jersey. 


Despite having an 
emergency C-section, ; 
the medical staff ] 
thought it was ef : 

or me to go home ame /// Hy) 


early than stay on in¥ "A 
their only non—-COVID 


Babies can bring family and friends 
together, and I grieved the loss of 


thot experience. (Rrasmnw 


a A 

As my hospital debated whether 
fY partners and support persons 
icould attend births, I wondered, 
A “How can 1 do this alone?” 


|_mask obscured my son’s first 


_ sight of me. 


AFTER OUR WEDDING PLANS GOT 
INFECTED, WE DECIDED TO HAVE A SMALL 
CEREMONY FOR NOW AND DO TH 


"REAL THING” LATER. [="3 


OUR WEDDING DAY ENDED UP BEING 
AS EUPHORIC AND AFFIRMING AS 
WED IMAGINED FROM THE START. 


Ryan 
‘Alexander- 
Tanner | 


THE RESPONSE 


AS IT CAME TOGETHER, SO DID THE 
UNDERSTANDING THAT THE QUARANTINE. 
COULD GO ON FOR YEARS. 


ABOUT AWEEK LATER, MY DAD CALLED 
ME ABOUT HIS PLACEMENT IN THE ZOOM 


COULD EVERYONE FEEL IT THROUGH IS 


THEIR CONPUTER SCREENS? DID THIS 
COUNT? WASN'T SOMETHING MISSING? 


~ wl a 
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THAT FAMILY DRAMA 
WAS WHEN | KNEW, 
= ettine HAD Bik 
| J Peat A REAL WEDDING. 
NU \\ \\ ee es < 
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THE RESPONSE 


Meghan 
Turbitt 


WHEN ATTENDING Your GRANDMOTHER'S 
ZOOM FUNERAL, PLACE ONLY ITEMS IN 
CAMERA VIEW THAT WILL IMPRESS YouR 
FAMILY MEMBERS. 


I(T LOOKS LIKE 
I HAVE MY SHIT 
TOGETHER. 


WEAR BLACK ONLY FROM THE WAIST 
up, YOUR NICEST T-SHIRT WILL Do. 


BRA OPTIONAL. 


Do ) NEED 
TO WEAR BLACKP 


IN BETWEEN MOMENTS OF GRIEF, 
SNOOP ON YOUR FAMILY MEMBERS 


1S THAT A 
PELOTON BIKE? 


WONDER (F YOUR FAMILY WILL EVER 
BE TOGETHER AGAIN. 


At first I got pretty excited because I thought 


it meant I was done with high school 


Metzli Valadez-Little 


Moreno Valley High School 


Taos, New Mexico 


I was sad to 
realize that 
I wasn't really 
going to see 
any of my 
teachers or 
my classmates 
for a while, 
or ever again. 


Elizabeth 
Haidle 


We did have a small celebration just with my family 
and a few close friends. Although it was small, it was 
a good time and it was a special moment. 
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THE RESPONSE 


THE NIB INTERVIEW 


The Nib 


Interview 


LAST JUNE; FRAN TIRAVO WORKED 
WITH DOZENS OF OTHER QUEER 
ORGANIZERS OF COLOR TO CREATE 
BROOKLYN LIBERATION; A RALLY 
FOR BLACK TRANS LIVES. 


LET’S AIM FOR 
1,000 PEOPLE. 


THAT’S OUR 


“WHEN I SAW HOW BIG THE CROWD 
WAS, I THOUGHT, 
OH, THIS 1/6 HISTORIC. 


IT WAS THE LARGEST ACTION FOR 
TRANS PEOPLE AND FOR BLACK 
TRANS PEOPLE IN THE HISTORY OF 
THIS COUNTRY-AND, I WOULD SAY, 
THE WORLD.” 


With Fran Tirado. 

Interview by Tuck Woodstock, 
drawn by Ethan X. Parker, 
colors by Delta Vasquez. 


AN ESTIMATEP 20,000 PEOPLE 
ATTENPED THE EVENT... 


sIN THE MIPPLE OF A \ 
OBAL PANDEMIC. 
ee 


«IN 
GL 
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“COVID-19 IS INHERENTLY A 


RACE-RELATED ISSUE. 


THE MAJORITY OF PEOPLE GETTING 
| COVID AND DYING FROM COVID ARE 


BLACK AND BROWN PEOPLE.” 


“BUT RACISM HAS KILLED MORE 
PEOPLE THAN COVID-19. 


THAT IS WHY WE ARE OUT IN THE 
STREET.” 


“ANYBODY WHO'S USING COVID TO 
STOP BLM LABOR DOESN’T HAVE 
THE SAME VALUES AS WE DO.” 


CEYENNE B 


DoORKCSHOW, 
& 


SCIENTISTS FOUND THAT 
THERE WAS VIRTUALLY 
ZERO CORRELATION 
BETWEEN PROTESTS 
ANP NEW CASES OF 
COVID-19. 


AND A TEAM OF 1,000 PUBLIC 
HEALTH EXPERTS SIGNED A LETTER 
BASICALLY SAYING, 

‘WE SUPPORT WHAT THE 
MOVEMENT FOR SLACK LIVES 


THE WORK OF AN ACTIVIST IS 
THAT OF AN ESSENTIAL WORKER, 


60 IT WAS NEVER A QUESTION AS 
TO “IF.” 


IT WAS “HOW.” 


THE NIB INTERVIEW 


60, pace 


90,000; 
40,000 By Andy Warner 
30,000 
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We’re doing great, our numbers are incredible. 


On March léth, the firs 


Shelter-in-p} 
“place orders in the 
ate announced in the Bay ribs : 


DAILY REROR IED DEA Tio 


ROM COVID=T2 
Be IN AL U.9. wy 


MARCH 


Week 


69 million 
eee 
TH 
LAIMS AN Ay F 
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An 


NEW YORK RK SECON a 


THE EPICENTER. 


in the first week of April, 

over 800 PEOPLE were dying 
|" coronavirus EACH DAY = 
| in New York alone. 
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SHORTAGES 


developed in supply chains 
Ph toilet paper and yeast. 


ce 
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Sweatpants sales rose by 807% in May. 


le summer as 
13.3% “ited reopened. 


NURSING HOMES. 


The virus especially ravaged elder care. <> 

facilities. More than 35% of deaths from_// 

COVID-19 to date have been in nursing 
homes and assisted living facilities. KK Si 


COVID MOVES SOUTH. 


Sal st 
Lives Matter 


ee tee 
protest movement t in US. history. 


OVER | 1,200 HEALTHCARE WORKERS DIED by the end of 


sen THE CHILDCARE GAP WIDENS. 


foe 5511 MILLION students at K-12 schools were 


peor by school shutdowns (a number that 
joesn't count day cares or preschools). By the 

LG 
fon jobs or cut back hours to care for their kids. 


end of June, 13% OF PARENTS had left their 
HEALTHCARE CRISIS. 


27 MILLION Americans lost 

healthcare coverage due to 

job loss in the pandemic. cg 
ma GS a2 eQre 


as 92% of all the deaths 
in the US. have been people 


September. over the age of 55. 


Sources: New York Times, Center for Disease 


er [ACE DISPARITIES. 


Control, US. Census Bureau, BBC, NPR, Axios/|psos, 


By September, the 
wth ofthe wor popuon 
accounted for 20% of COVID-I9 deaths. 


RACIAL DISPARITIES. 


African Americans make up just 13% of 
the US. population, yet they account for 
21% of all the coronavirus deaths so far. 
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Education Week, Washington Post, Kaiser 
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DEATH in the USA. 
Only heart disease and cancer 
fal killing more Americans. 
'S now woven into the ver 
fabric of our fies and aie 
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EA TOLL SURPASSES 


1000.59 
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Family Foundation, Air Quality Index 


THE NIB BUREAU OF STATISTICS 


IN THE FIRST S| X M ONTHS OF THE PANDEMIC (MARCH-SEPTEMBER), THE WEALTH OF US. BILLIONAIRES GREW BY & 8 L5 BILL 0) Ni 


THE $600 A WEEK IN INCREASED UNEMPLOYMENT PAY THE US. FOOD SERVICE INDUSTRY 


THE US. POSTAL SE 
A (THAT CONGRESS oe TO EXPIRE IN JULY) LOST AN ESTIMATED HAS A A ARLY ee $39 som 
As . 260 $165 BILLION JR $71BiLLI0N f S60 BILLION, I ss. gem 
FROM MARCH THROUGH JULY nog cost or ele 


SNAP PROGRAM SNAP 


(AK.A. FOOD STAMPS) 


THE ARCHIVE 


Public Service 
Announcements 

From the Last 
Greatest Pandemic 

A sneeze clears a room, parents 
lament the frustration of children 
being cooped up in the house 
while school is closed, and a 
family (including the dog) 
“masks up” to stay safe. Over 100 
years ago, all of these familiar and 
now all-too-universal situations 
of today were collected from 
newspapers across the country 
for republication in an issue of 


Cartoons Magazine. 


In 1918, a particularly deadly flu 
caused by the HIN] influenza 
virus swept across the globe, 
leaving upward of 50 million 
dead worldwide. Although 

the disease was first detected 

in soliders living in a military 
base camp in Fort Riley, Kansas, 
WW/1I-era media suppressed 
coverage of these Stateside 
outbreaks in order to maintain 
morale. Neutral Spain, however, 
was fair game for journalistic 
reporting, and so when the 
virus hit there, it appeared to 
the public as a hotbed and 
possible origin for the infection. 
The pandemic became known 


as the Spanish flu. 


Editorial cartoons rely on 
symbols and—unfortunately— 
stereotypes as part of a visual 
shorthand to communicate 
ideas, as can be seen in the 
Gaar Williams cartoon depicting 
the virus in a traditional traje 
corto and sombrero. Sadly, as 
we've seen with the “China 
virus” in 2020, this thinking 
hasn’t gone anywhere. 


Caitlin McGurk 

Associate curator & assistant 
professor at The Ohio State 
University Billy Ireland Cartoon 
Library & Museum 
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Archibald B. Chapin, 
“It Happens in the Best of Families!” 
(1918), St. Louis Republic. 
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ONDEAT. 
IF TiS BRDEME 
of INFLUENZA 
DOESN'+ SUBSIDE 
Soon So'S AY 
CHILDREN GAN GO 
“BACK to SCHOOL. 
Hey ‘LL Dee 
ME CRAZY 
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It happens in the best of families! 
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Chapin in St, Louis Republic 
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Gaar Williams, “Open the Window and Pretend You're Looking at the Scenery” (1918), Indianapolis News. 
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Williams in indianapolis News 
Open the window and pretend you’re 
looking at the scenery 


.-— (How to get a seat 


Ketten in New York World 
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Maurice Ketten, “How to Get a Seat” (1918), New York World. 
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And now look at the rest of the family 


William Donahey, “And Now Look at the Rest of the Family" (1918), Cleveland Plain Dealer. 
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Pin the last few days, Vee been eoting 0 
Flot more of the foods | grew up with. 


BY VIGTORIA Ying 


Delicious sovory green-onion pancakes, 


Congee with pickles, which | used to 
and frozen pork and leek duinplings. 


eat every morning for breakfast. 


Oe, 
conaes SUE 


Soy PICKLED | 
COCLLNBERS 


FEATURES 


Wanting to create my own culinary 
experience, | stopped eating these foods 
when | moved away for college. 


Eventually, | found a fondness for 
cooking, discovered the amazing 
culinary cultures of France, 
Italy, and Indio. 


First \ rebelled by eating all kinds of 
junk. 


But these days, during quarantine, | 
find myself coming back to the foods | 
Grew Up on. 


And it's not just @ comfort thing. 


Since the coronavirus outbreak, I've Not only are they pretty well stocked 
only gone to Asian supermarkets. becouse others are afraid of being in 
: 7 =m rz = contact with Chinese people... 


a 


But | also don't have to fear anti- 
Chinese racism thet | might face ot 
my local chain supermarket. 


I thought about how | could cover up 
my face so that nobody could tell | 
wos Chinese, but that just seemed too 
paranoid. 
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| had o friend whose mother in 
Minnesota got shouted ot and had 


Go back to 
where you came 
from! 


Why don't you 
go back to 
Assholevania? 


It's my greatest fear. 


Chinese brought the 


virus! 


\'mn not Chinese 
(untrue), you racist 


(true). 


But U know that if it actually came | |When you are under threat in America, 
down to it, | wouldn't have the guts everyone is Schrddinger's racist. 
to say anything. 


\ j 
This is something Black Americans 
hove had to deal with for generations. 


| would never talk back to someone 
who was willing to verbally assault 
me because | have no idea what they 
are capable of. 


Maybe all they want to do is yell at 
you, or maybe they want to get 
violent. 
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.. the food | grew up with. . . 


er 
pees SS 


.. the food thet reminds me of o time 
when our world was simpler, ond food 
was just food. 


Sto Home, 
Read Comicg-~ 


Need some reading material for the pandemic? 
Visit our online bookstore for back issues of The Nib magazine and 
a slew of nonfiction comics and graphic novels curated by our editors. 
Stock up on comics, not toilet paper at thenib.com/ books. 


The New 
Collection 
From 
Matt Bors 


The Nib 
Magazine 


Anthology of 
Queer Comics 
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The COVID-19 pandemic hit the 


United States at a moment when 


| the wealth divide was at record 
levels: millions of people living 
paycheck to paycheck, uninsured 
ee and unhoused, in a country that is 
pear home to the most billionaires in the 


world. Created in collaboration with 
Reveal from The Center for 
Investigative Reporting, 
In/Vulnerable captures both the 
shared experience of the pandemic 


and the ways it has laid bare the stark 


disparities that shape our lives. 


Illustrations by Thi Bui 


Interviews by 

Anjali Kamat, 

Chris Harland-Dunaway, 
Will Evans, 
David Ritsher, and 
Patrick Michels 


Scripts by Sarah Mirk, 
Edited by Amanda Pike 
and Esther Kaplan 


from The Center for Investigative Reporting 


is) 
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INVOLNERABLE 


B.HAS WORKED AT AMAZON'S STATEN 
ISLAND WAREHOUSE SINCE 2018. SHE HAS 
REQUESTED THAT WE NOT USE HER FULL 
NAME FoR FEAR OF RETALIATION, 


AT FIRST iT 
STARTED WHERE 
WE HAD THREE 


CASES 


AND THEN AFTER 
AWHILE, THERE WAS 
NO NUMBER IT WAS 

JUST: WE He 

MORE CASES 


MoRE CASES. 


ON AGOOD WEEK 

iTS 4,000 PEOPLE in THE 
BUiLOING, BUT I DON’T KNOW 
EXACT NUMBERS ANYMORE, 


LT Don’T SEE UPPER 
MANAGEMENT, So THEY 
MUST BE STAYING HOME, 


NTERVIE 


ILL EVANS 


BECAUSE WE ARE CLOSELY in CONTACT 
WiTH EACH OTHERAND IT's A HUGE 
AMOUNT OF PEOPLE, T ALREADY KNEW 
PEOPLE WERE DEFINITELY GONNA GET 
SICK. IT'S A KIND OF ENVIRONMENT 
THAT'S GREAT FOR THE DISEASE. 


amazon 


mann entry 


THEY STARTED SLOWLY CHANGING 


; THINGS. WE HAVE A TIME CLOCK WE 
USED To PUNCH WITH OUR FINGERS, AND 


THEY SUPPED iT BACK To WHERE You 
USE YOUR CARD To SCAN iT. 


THEY HAVE LITTLE THINGS ON THE FLOOR. 
Six FEET APART. BUT iN CERTAIN DEPARTMENTS, 
iTS NOT EVEN DOABLE, 4A 


\ 


I KEEP FINDING Our ABOuT 
PEOPLE L KNOW WHO HAVE 
BEEN SICK. ITS JUST WORD 
OF MouTH. A CoWoRKER. 
TEXTED ME. 


MY HEART STARTED 
BEATING FAST, | 


MueH Money. 


2 S—_—- 
THEY'RE NOT 6DiNG To Do 1 
THAT BECAUSE THEY MAKE So ui 
a 
N — J 


AMAZON SPENT MORE THAN $4 BILLION ON ITS 
COVID-19 RESPONSE. AMAZON SAID THIS INCLUDES 
STAGGERED SHIFTS AND BREAKS, MoBiLE PHONE 
CLOCK-iN, INCREASED FRESH AiR INTAKE, 
DISINFECTANT SPRAYING, AND SOCIAL-DISTANCE 
AMBASSADORS, AMAZON SAID MASKS HAVE BEEN 
AVAILABLE AT B.’S FACILITY SINCE LATE MARCH AND iTS 
LEADERS WORK OW SITE. 


I NEVER HADANXIETY UNTIL THIS SITUATION. T ONLY 
HAVE iT WHEN J Go To THAT BUILDING, JF I DON’T 6D 
iN, T OON’T GET PAID AT ALL. AND TFEEL Guilty 

SOMETIMES, LEAVING My COWORKERS, SOT GODIN, 


J FEEL LIKE THE 
BUILDING SHOULD BE 
SHUT OOWN. LIKE FoR, 
ONE SHIFT AND CLEAN 
A WHOLE BUILDING. 


WE ARE JusT NumBERS, 
THAT S$ THE ONE iSSuE THAVE 
WITH THE Jo. WE'RE NOT 
TREATED Like PEOPLE 
WE/RE NUMBERS 
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INVOLIERABLE 


DOUGLAS HAWKINS HAS BEEN A FUNERAL HOME 
DIRECTOR FOR MORE THAN 30 YEARS. HEWoRKS 
AT THE FAMILY-RUN IDEAL FUNERAL HOME, 


ONE oF THE THINGS 
THAT HAPPENS in OUR 
COUNTRY is WE HAVE 
ALWAYS BEEN ABLE To 
iN SOME Way SAY 
GOODBYE To THOSE WHO 
HAVE LEFT THiS LIFE. 


WHETHER A PERSON HAD COVID OR NOT, 
TO HAVE To Shy Td AFAMILY, ‘ONLY ONE 
OF You CAN G0 OUT-AND SEE Your 

MOTHER BE BuRiED,’ THaT’s THE WORST. 


\ERVIEWER(CHRIS HARLAND-DUNAWAY 


SAYING GOODBYE To THE PHYSICAL 
Body HAS A COMFORTING EFFECT 
WHEN iT COMES To Your 
GRIEVING PROCESS. 


PEOPLE NOT BEING ABLE To Do 
THAT ON A LARGE SCALE — THAT'S 
A PSYCHOLOGICAL CHANGE THAT 
THIS COUNTRY WiLL EXPERIENCE 


rT THINK PEOPLE TAKE FOR GRANTED WHAT FUNERAL 


DiRECTORS Do. ALTHOUGH WE BURY THE DEAD OUR 
J08 i$ ALSO To BRING ASENSE OF CARING To THE 
LiViNG. I'M DOING SOMETHING To MOVE THiS FiLy 
FROM POINT A, OF WITNESSING A DEATH, To POINTC, 
ACCEPTANCE OF THAT DEATH AND MOVING ON. 


MY Jo6 iS TO KIND OF PusH 
THEM ON THAT ROAD AND To 
KEEP THEM ON THAT ROAD, 


PEOPLE ARE Focusiné On THE DISEASE 
ITSELF BUTI THINK THE WORST PART iS THE 
RULES WE'RE MAKING To COUNTERACT THE 
SPREAD. TAM NOT SAYING WHAT WE'RE 
DOING iS WRONG. 


BUT THE QUESTION i$, ARE THOSE RULES GoINGTO 
BE BETTER FOR US IN THE LONG HAUL? ARE WE 
CREATING A S/TUATION WHERE THERE iS 60ING To 
BE MiSTRUST BETWEEN PEOPLE? 


THE SOCIAL DISTANCING iS THE HARDEST 
THING [HAVE EVER DONE iN MY LIFE. T WANT 
To BE THERE FOR THEM THROUGH THEIR 
TEARS. To NOT BE ABLE To COMFORT A 
GRIEVING WiDOW... IT’S HARD. IT's 


AS LONG AS WE DON’T LOSE Si6HT 
OF THE FACT THAT WE'RE SUPPOSED 
To SHOW LOVE AND DO LOVE THEN 
THAT'S HOW IT KEEP GOING. 


Y THiS 16 My MINISTRY, THIS 1S WHAT GOD HAS 
CALLED ME To DO. THiS iS My CONTRIBUTION. 
AUD So T 60 BACK To WORK TOMORROW. 
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INVOLNERABLE 


GARY LYNCH HAS WORKED AS THE GENERAL 
MANAGER OF RISING S, A COMPANY THAT BUILDS 
UNDERGROUND BUNKERS, SINCE 2002. 


WE WERE ACTUALLY THE 
FIRST COMPANY To BUILD A QUOTE-UN QUOTE 
‘LUXURY BUNKER.’ THE FIRST QUARTER OF 
N 20201 SAW A Z,000% iNCREASE iN THE 
SX AMOUNT OF INQUIRIES. 
SSS 


OR, you KNow, 
UNDERGROUND 
HORSE STABLES, WE | 
ACTUALLY BROUGHT iN 
EQUINE SPECIALISTS 
TO HELP US DESIGN 
THAT ONE, 
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PRICES START AT $29,000 FOR A MiNi-BUNKER AND 
GO UP To THE PALATIAL £2.3 MILLION ARISTOCRAT. 


ve AWE aviD RITSHER 


FOR YEARS, PEOPLE THOUGHT ABOUT A BOMB 
SHELTER AS A COLD, DARK, CLAMMY PLACE, 


WE WENT BEYOND THAT AND WE'RE BUILDING 
LUYURY BUNKERS THAT ARE LiKE LUYURY HOMES, 
FROMSWIMMING POOLS To BOWLING ALLEYS To 
UNDERGROUND SHOOTING RANGES, You NAME iT. 


YOU'VE HEARD iN THE MEDIA ABOUT HiGH-TECH NN 
SILICON VALLEY PEOPLE BUYING THEM, BUT THEY 

DIDN'T TELL YOu THAT THERE WERE PEOPLE iN TEXAS 
INTHE Oil iNDUSTRY BUYING THEM. CATTLE BARONS iN 
THE MiDWEST. POLITICIANS iN THE NORTHEAST. 


> * SS x 
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MY CUSTOMERS ARE CONCERNED WHAT 
THE CORONAVIRUS CAN BRING. IF THERE iS 
AN ECONOMIC PROBLEIA THEN You'RE 
GOING To SEE SOCIAL ANID Civil UNREST, 


ee} ae 5 7 AND THAT'S VIWAT PEOPLE 
V Bek ” ARE REALLY PROTECTING 


THEMSELVES FROM —THAT’S 
GOjNG To CAUSE THEM To 
HAVE To HIDE FROM THEIR 
FELLOW AMERICANS. 


‘® 

THAT'S THE KiND OF SOCIETY WE'LL BE iN 

WHEN THERE’S A COMPLETE ECONOMIC 
COLLAPSE iN THIS COUNTRY. 


* 


IT'S NOT WHAT iT 
MEANS To ME BECAUSE 
T HAVE A BUNKER. IT’S 
WHAT iT MEANS To you 

WITHOUT A BUNKER, 


TT MEANS THAT youR 
NEIGHBOR, HE’S 6oinNG 
To Kilt You FoR A CAN 

OF GREEN BEANS To 

FEED Hié KiDS. 


i TTAKE A LOT OF PRIDE 
iN THE WORK THAT I Do. You LOOK AT 
DOCTORS, POLICEMEN, FiREMEN, THINGS Like 
THAT, You KNOW, THEY SAVE LiVES. AND WHAT I 
Do SAVES LiVES, T00, iT’S JUST NOT 


RECOGNIZED ON THAT SAME SCALE, 
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INVOLNERARILE 


TAWANDA JONES is A KiNDERGARTEN 
TEACHER Mul MOTHER OF FOUR, 


Ou My 60d. L Gor To 
GET Our THERE. But 
HOW AMI 60iN6 To DO 


EIGHT MINUTES, FoRTY-SiX SECONDS OF 
OFFICERS MURDERING HiM.IT BROKE MY 
HEART i SO MANY WAYS. 


NTERV WE ANJALI KAMAT 


AL 
AGAIN. IT'S LIKE HE'S 6 


MURDERED ALL OVER AGait/ 


I OPTED OUT OF WORK BECAUSE L 
WANTED To BE SAFE—J'VE GOT AN 
ASTHMATIC CHILD AND I'VE BEEN 
WASHING my HANDS NONSTOP, 


BUTT HAVE To 8 

OuT THERE. THEY'RE 

KILLING US. EVEN THOUGH 

I Don’T WANNA DIE FRowa 
CoviD-19, I'd RATHER DIE 
FIGHTING FoR A CAUSE TRYING 


To SAVE PEOPLE's LIVES. 


I DON’T WANT PEOPLE 
JUST To HEAR OUR PAIN. 


"THiS iS A HISTORIC MOMENT THAT THE 
: WHOLE WoRLD is WATCHING, 


FEATURES 


TT's ALMOST LIKE 
IF you EVER HAD 


ONE CHANCE To 
REALLY MAKE 


J WANT THEM To FEEL OUR PAIN AND 

DO SOMETHING WiTH iT, To BE SURE 

| THAT NOBODY'S FAMILY FEELS THiS 
PAiN EVER AGAIN. 


' TAWANDA'S BR 07 TYRONE | 

BALTIMORE POLICE TAC EPPE 

HiM DURING A TRAFFIC STOP iN July 2013, NONE OF 
THE 11 OFFICERS INVOLVED WERE FIRED 


BLACK AMERICANS ARE DYING OF COVID-19 
PRAYED © At 2'/2 TIMES THE RATE oF WHITE 
AMERICANS. TAWANDA HAS FRIENDS AD 
FAMILY MEMBERS WHO HAVE GOTTEN SICK. 
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INVOLNERARILE 


ZENOBIA SHEPHERD'S DAUGHTER, [EILANi JORDAN, 
WORKED AT A GiANT GROCERY STORE in |ARGO, 
MARYLAND, FOR Six YEARS THROUGH A PROGRAM To 
EMPLOY PEOPLE WiTH SPECIAL NEEDS, INCLUDING 
DURING THE EARLY WEEKS OF THE PANDEMIC. 


WHEN SHE WAS A 
LITTLE GiRL, SHE USED 
TO ALWAYS REACH FOR 

BUTTERFLIES WHENEVER 
THEY WOULD FLY PAST. 


Moly, THERE WAS 
NO GLOVES. THERE 


OK, LEILANi, 
You Don'T NEED 
To G0 To WORK. 


SHE SAID, ‘MOMMY, iF L 
DON’T SHOW UP I’M GONNA 
LOSE My JoB,’ 


GIANT SAID THE CDC WAS NOT YET RECOMMENDING 
MASKS ON LEILANI’S LAST DAY AND STAFF WERE 
ALLOWED TO WEAR GLOVES AT THAT TIME. 


NTERV “WE PATRICK MICHELS 


SHE NEVERWANTED To LEAVE CUSTOMERS NOT 
HAVING HELP THEY NEED. SHE LIKED To HELP 
THE SENIORS, SHE WAUTEDTO ULTIMATELY 
BECOME A MANAGER OF A GROCERY STORE, 


ee 
f 
SHE GOT DEATHLY SiCK, To WHERE SHE COULD 
HARDLY BREATHE. SHE HAD A STRONG CASE OF 
COVID-29, AND SHE DIDN'T STAND A CHANCE ‘CAUSE 


iT ALREADY HAD GOTTEN AHOLD OF EVERY AREA 
THAT SHE NEEDS To SURVIVE. 


J COuLDN'T ViSiT 
HER iN THE iNiTIAL 
COVID UNIT. 


LEILANI DIED, AT AGE 27, ON APRIL 1, 2020. 
AFTER HER DEATH, GIANT FOODS MAILED THE FAMILY 
HER FiNAL PAYCHECK, IT WAS FOR $20.64. 


Bur] WAS ABLE To 
FACETIME HER. AND SHE 
LEFT MEA ViDEO OF HOW 
SHE FELT. THAT'S VERY 


Leilani Jordan 


LY Giant 
Tienty £ 64/100 ++ +++ 6 ss0s ZONA 


MY DAUGHTER DiED GiVING HER HEART HELPING. BUT 
GOD i$ GOOD, AND GOD KNOWS WHAT My BABY DID. 
THAT'S WHY GoD GAVE HER WINGS, 


MY BATTLE i$ WiTH SOCIETY. 
Why ARE WE MAKING iT SEEM 
AS THOUGH BECAUSE 


SOMEBODY HAS A CONDITION 
OF ANY KiNID, THAT MAKES iT 
OKAY FOR THEM To GET 
CORONAVIRUS? THAT'S NOT 
HUMANE To ME. 


G0D'S GOING To 
WATCH OUT FOR You. 
He's GOING To TAKE 

CARE OF You. 
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In the midst of the greatest pandemic 
in a century and complete Financial and 
state collapse, Lebanon suffered one of the 
largest nonnuclear blasts in human history. 


At least 220 were killed, over 
4,000 injured, and 300,000 people left 


homeless. Dozens remain missing. 


A horror fathered 
by neglect and greed. 
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RT FEF SP ene one Sper He BHT a RP Deere: 


In the ancient Chinese igen Ot Wes aa Meme ees fy 
| damp age book the HanFeizi, j ; : 
here is a story of a seller who, 
while praising his wares, said: 
“My shields are so solid that 
nothing can penetrate them." 
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How many times must this story be retold? 


‘ ; toe 
ne en's. oe cape’ 
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] A small nation-state coercively crafted by colonial 
hands, its communities subdivided, categorized, § 
conquered, and power pooled towards multifarious elites. § 
oA ek aa AR PO) Oe ee 


- 


The seller added, “My spears 

are so sharp that they can 

penetrate anything.” 

a; \| Vying For a bigger slice of 
power, the elites Fight, and the | 
country burns for 15 years. 


On Nov. 21, 2013, a cargo ship eS 
carrying 2,750 tons of ammonium 
nitrate arrived in Beirut, but was 
deemed unfit to travel on by port 
authorities, The crew were forced 


to wait on their decrepit ship. 


Occasional reports were issued 

about the danger the nitrate posed 

so close to the city, The last 

report was sent on July 20, 2020, 

and the prime minister and 
resident were CC'd, It warned 
hat Beirut could be blown up, 


And they collectively gorge ? is 
themselves on extracted one: 


rofit, Garbage and despair 


that peace is more ‘4 | 
erecparad than feuds, fi SRA RETR Re 


Eventually, they conclude [fy 


Hearing the seller's words, someone 

asked, “What happens when your eh || To this question, 

spear meets your shield?" wien =| the seller could 
i ; MR 7 give no reply, 


ME mf 
er J ie 4 
yr - os 
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; 


In October 2014, the ship 
was impounded and the 
} crew allowed to go home. 
Lebanese port authorities 
©] stacked the bags of nitrate 
vS4 haphazardly in a warehouse. 


Sree 
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SR 


Communities in Lebanon refused to submit. 
Cycles of protest have marked the past 20 years. 


Born of discontent against brutal 
systems, a spear is flung. hdl 


cs «i 


< 
D Ben 


4, ‘. 


Yet each time, the protests Fail 
to achieve netiege ul change. 
The spear Falls short. 


i ; ¥ 
fir" oie OAM * te ’ +a Af 
a, But quickly others come 
f 4 and pick it up, pausing 
HP only to sharpen its point. | 


ah. 
enh 


re ge EET NS ea 


SREP ION PFE SESS SED Sigh 
Ahead, a shield: Its strength i ss a 
gth is 43 The Lebanese { 
the state, the system.| }} bolstered by the 1) government has |i 
Forged by these ‘ shifting gravities of iA Feccoleed in the ¢y 
warlords-cum- # regional rivalries MPS) Face of protest [7 
politicians, dinky and superpowered fa) before, only to 
ut 


despots lording over 
their palciarckes 
FieFdoms. 


psychotic nations 4 


reform again 
} at play. 


with superficial 
changes by the 
Same power 

brokers’ edicts. |% 
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In Jan. 2020, a new 
government of “experts” 
was appointed, Fresh Faces 
to mask the rotten body. 


Yet, the spear flew on, 
Twice this spring 
Parliament was 
besieged; rocks and 
fireworks matched 
tear gas and bullets, 


The shield seemed 
impenetrable. 


: bw teh 
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The spear Felt 
unstoppable. 


Bp c a 
ite Then history, and the world, 
i swerved, Separate From the |? 
PA pitched struggle between ft 


Protests require 
bodies on the streets, 
while pandemic 

necessitates isolation, 


A State and people, and owing |j 45 

} ki allegiance to none, came the |.‘ ” 

#) pandemic. On March 15, a i 

pA nationwide Lockdown began. 35 

7 Sofie 
— 
evi 


The lockdown's early days were 
} Filled with terror and anxiety, 


POSE CTE Ee 


Gripped by Fear 
pol ghee Poors 
the streets were 
Forced to be still. 
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| With glee, the state unleashed |ff |\') A dash of 
“} curfews, court cases against torture by 
protesters, Further cuts to 2 |) Lebanese 
essential services Like ‘| security 
| electricity, and more | [6] Forces and 
+] restrictions on bank accounts, political 
: part 


thugs, too, 


Meanwhile, Food rotted in 


| For those in need, the state 4 | Ch: 
did Little, It announced a wa aide aac and generator 
one-time cash donation of $140 te umes tlled nostrils. 


for a Limited number of Families, |i 


then postponed it indefinitely, 
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se 
™ Vicious anger was caged 


indoors, while suicide 
claimed the streets. 


June, the Lebanese economy 
nged into a death spiral. 


ple 


i weight of a pandemic, Finally 
bankrupted the country, 


A PIS ONG BL. 


As “normality" cracked apart, 
protests reappeared... 
sheer spite Seemed to keep 
the spear afloat. 
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By mid-June, the 
Lebanese Lira 
devalued by | 
more than 30%, 
third in global 
hyperinflation 
behind 
Venezuela and 
Zimbabwe and 
just ahead of 
Syria. People’s 
savings and 
earnings 
instanth 


vanished. 


pe iit | 
In July, the pandemic bit z| 
et deeply, and the authorities a 
& floundered, Infection rates “f 


| fi skyrocketed, and overworked, fa 
\*1 underpaid hospital staff Oy 
relied on dwindling supplies. 
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Now, over half the Lebanese 
population live in poverty, 
which could easily rise to F5%. 
Lebanon hosts railtions of 
refugees and migrant workers. 
Their already destabilized 
lives have become more grim. 
en 


Businesses closed, 
and Food prices soared 
more. People planned 
to flee the country. 


Then came August, 
and calamity, 
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The hundreds who perished and the thousands 
injured in the Beirut blast of August 4, 2020, 
were of diverse identities, ages, nationalities, 
hopes, dreams, classes, and creeds, 


Months have now passed, and official 
investigations haven't released any 
conclusions nor made substantial arrests. 


The pandemic and explosion are 
harbingers, They bid us beware 
the shteld's Future; it's a dead end, 


FORA OS a pies Boil 5S,’ Take oa cee 


Already the government has Fallen and been served up again 
as a new order of recycled Faces. It is now a centennial 
since “Greater Lebanon" was First forcibly founded, 


AF es ve 5 


Fury and rage have refilled the 
streets, The spear still approaches, 
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Tomorrow, a year, a decade, 
a generation From now? 1 do not know, (Ry 


oe 


POEM SISO TTS Re PR, $7 
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es But hear and be certain, for 1 have nothing to sell. 


eae - La} At closing curtain, the spear must pierce 
Pe Wy the shield, or brace for death's knell. 
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“I was living in a camp off I-5 when L 
\ first heard about the virus.” 
Y 
i AW, 


FEBRUARY 2020 cee iraNe OR 


FEATURES 


My campmate, Tina, 
was immunocompromised and we had 
already seen cases in Washington. 
I knew it wouldn't be long before it 
crossed the border. 


a 
Raven 
(she/her) 
former U.S. Navy 
hospital corpsman 


“The way you combat this virus is to 
Stay clean, be able to wash your hands, 
have clean drinking water. 

Aud, inthe early days, the houseless 
population had zero of this.” 


“In combat, you learn a very unique skill. 
Aud that is the ability to switch off 
all emotion in your brain.” 


“And so L set up a quarantine tent off 


to the side of my encampment in case 
anyone got sick. L walked every day up to 
the park and siphoned off their shelter 
house where the water was still running 
and filled water jugs for people.” 


“And there were gaps in the food. 
One week in the middle of April, 
it all coincided. That was the bleakest 
moment. We survived in my camp 
of 25 people on a bag of chips and a 
package of baloney.” 


“So at the camps I would put on 2 
brave face and help people all day 
and then get back to my tent, 
collapse into my bed and cry, 
and then the next morning I’d put on 
my face and do it all over again.” 


The pandemic is worsening America’s 
existing homelessness crisis: 


According to a U.S. Census Bureau 

survey, 1/3 of American households 

could not pay their August rent or 
mortgage. 


And according to a study by the 
Eviction Lao and Columbia Law 
School, as of July 31st, 30 states 
lack protections against evictions 
during the pandemic. 


“Things started shutting down. 
There were less food spots open, 
less and less places to go, 
fewer places to keep things charged. 
Instantly everyone shelters in place, 
and it's all gone.” 


L was homeless. And L am HIV positive. 
So I’m in that extremely susceptible 
demographic. That’s actually the 
reason that this whole thing started. 
It was created to keep me safe. 


Tina 
(she/her) 
vendor liaison, 
Street Roots 


“The Action Team was just 
me and Raven when it started. 
We were doing general safety trainings, 
how to survive, things like that. 
Then we said the most infamous words...” 


«1 have an idea. 


ANU ml 
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War Room, which is downstairs 
at Street Roots]. 


“The biggest things were 
hand sanitizer, hand soap, and 
the correct information.” 


“We had an assembly line of five or six 
people down in what we call the 


“We printed out copies of the 
actual COC documentation, put 
those into kits with snacks, food, 
hygiene, water, and we would get 
them out to the camps.” 


The virus changed by the hour 
The symptoms changed every day, 
So it was this fiasco trying to keep 
the information straight. 
But now we know what to do 
to keep people safe. 


L was sending alot of 
middle-of-the-night SOS emails 
to city officials. 

It was clearly a bad idea in 


le 2 pandemic to be pushin 


Kaia Sand (she/her) 
executive director, 
Street Roots 


Raven and Tina always had 

aspirations of setting up 

a camp that would support 
transgender folks, BIPOC folks, 

and folks with disabilities. 


We created a Queer Affinity Camp 
and then a BIPOC camp, knowing 
those communities have a hard time 
accessing regular shelters or have 
had traumatic experiences. 
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Seraphie Allen (she/her) 
senior policy advisor, 
City of Portland 


“We saw that people need 
fresh air and autonomy. 

They need to be able to shelter in 
place with their street families. 
So we sent a proposal to the city for 
three shelter-in-place camps.” 


"DOWNTOWN 
" PORTLAND 
1 ag 


j 
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APRIL 25, 2020 


“It was a wassive effort and 
collaboration. Just having tents on 
pallets took us a couple months to 

get everything up and running.” 
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So it really scared me Something L don't get to do very 
being out there on the other side often in my life is be a proud, 
of this fence, being here loving, and open bisexual man... 
probably saved my life. 


“They have their own spokescouncil, 
their own internal government. 
They vote on things.” 


FEATURES 


It's where you can just 
be without apology. 


Does everybody Are we ready for a 
have masks? fist-to-five vote on 
combining food and 

gate shifts? 


f= 
iS 
by 


i ae 
Xyzm & Kofi Zen 


(they/them) 


2 8 BY ye 


I was wary of this place, you know? Aud you know, being a person of color 
Because L'm naturally avery lone on the streets, being 2 person of the 
wolf, But then everybody here was LEBT@ background on the streets, 
So nice to me. So I decided to you're gonna be someone's target. 
give it a chance. 


I don't think this is going to be the 
last pandemic we're going to have. 
And so many people assume that, oh, 
this place is going to ship us of F 
when the COVID-19 thing is up. 


Like, L keep envisioning this 
becoming an apartment 
building dedicated to all 

the residents here. 


It shouldn't just end 
once we've gotten 
through the recovery 
process for COVID-19. 


Starburst 
(she/her) 
Queer Affinity 
Camp resident 
Since May 


“Nocturnus" 
skateboard/ 
guardian angel 


Where, dude... 
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When everything was said and done, 
when the average person could hide 
in their house, it was the houseless 
community that came to the rescue, 
We're used to surviving day by day. 


Because homelessness 
is the emergency that 
we've accepted as a culture. 


And now that so many people are in 
a threatening position of joining us, 
it's become very important to 
intercede. And that's how camps 
like these have come into play. 


“But in a pandemic, now you can 
treat it as an emergency because 


everyone is being impacted, right?" 


single bridge closed, 
and I haven't seen my wife since. - 


wN Max Loh 
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Jo in 
Singapore 


Jo was in the midst 
of completing her 
final research for 
her masters studies 
in Singapore... 


while I was working in q@ hospital in 
Malaysia. I moved there after my lab in 


Singapore downsized two years ago, 


partly to try qa new career, but also to 
spend more time with my parents. 


We spent our first Chinese New Year 
together as husband and wife with 
both sides of our family, and it all felt 
So right, despite the heightened sense 
of fear against the virus. 


| 
That was the last time - 


we sqw each 


= | 


I had plans to return to is obs within the year, 
after our belated wedding banquet, scheduled for Berton ber 2020. 


Here’s some links 
for some jobs you Thanks! 
might be suited for! By the way, 
when should we 


do our wedding 
photography? 


But qa few weeks after 
Chinese New Year, 

in late February 2020, [i 

COVID-19 hit its stride. fi) 


Malaysia announced its 

Movement Control Orders on 
18 March 2020, limiting the 

“= movement of its citizens in and 

wD out of the country, as wellas 

v between states in an effort to 

curb the spread of the virus. Singapore followed suit ES 
— shortly after and closed its 


ZB) 
4 
borders on 23 March 2020 v4 


to tourists and 
short-term visitors. 


@ never-ending flow of 
people across the Causeway 
ground to an abrupt halt 
overnight. 
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Meanwhile, my workload increased 

exponentially. I was whisked to the 

front lines to help at the hospital’s 

COVID-19 screening counters a few 
days q week... 


before being assigned as the 
secretariat to the hospital's 
COVID-19 +ask force. 


At one point, I even had to perform 


contact tracing duties, skills I had to 


pick up on the fly. 


Do we have 
the list of the 
on-duty nurses 

who were in 
contact with 

them? 


We'll need to 
call them all up 
for testing. 


while having to balance my existing 
workload... 


Daily meetings became q norm, 
with new policies and procedures 
to be implemented quickly. 


I was, of course, mentally frayed 
after a month of this balancing act, 
but stayed the course. 


Drawing brought me little joy as my 
work and worries took center stage. 


How can I do 
anything fun when so 
many eople are 
suffering? 


I used to read on my commute, 
but that stopped completely 
when I started driving to work 
as a precaution. 


It’s safer 
to drive! 


Can’t risk being 

the source of an 

outbreak inside 
the hospital! 


Jo did her best to check in on me, 
but there’s only so much she could do 
on the line. 


J { How are you 
\ \._ holding up? 


"I'm alright... 


. ‘thankfully they've 


reassigned 
some work so 
I can breathe 
a little. 
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While Malaysia’s handling of the pandemic has 
been Iquded thanks to te strong leadership... foreign workers, immigrants, 
” and refugees were being persecuted 


at an alarming rate. 


4 
Datuk Serix 
. Dzulkefly bin Ahmad 
former minister of 


health (2018 - 2020) 


Rayhan Kabir, a Bangladeshi whistleblower 
on Malaysia’s handling of migrant workers 
in the pandemic was arrested and 
had his working visa revoked 


| In ae five hospital cleaners were are ee 
er protesti ain. ir 
Sr busting tend onto Aceatmen 


for union busting and u 


They’re not 
murderers. 3 They're not 


(nt criminals. 


They’re just 
undocumented. 


Malaysia can no longer 
take in Rohingya Muslim 
refugees from Myanmar 
because of our struggling 
economy and dwindling 
resources as q result of 
the pandemic. 


Muhyiddin Yassin, 
Malaysian prime minister 


In between work and q world on fire, 
Jo and I kept in contact digitally, 
sometimes through gaming... 


y RESALE 
FLATS 


EASE CALL 
vt 5100 


be here to sign 
the papers...maybe 
we Should just 
keep looking for 
? 


foreign-worker 
dormitories are 
hotbeds now. 


And uncertainties the pandemic 
brought along with it. 


We should postpone 

the wedding banquet 

until all this mellows 
down q little. 


sy Or we could just 
7 cancel it and put the 
money towards our 
new home! 


FEATURES 


FEATURES 


Pressure at work has started mounting 


Plans have been made for the Causeway 
to gradually reopen to workers travelling 
between Singapore and Malaysia... 


Thankfully, we’ve had 
a lot of peaches maintaining 


our long-distance relationship... 


but the pandemic 
has reduced what little physical 
Space we shared to zero. 


and we're keeping our fingers crossed 
that things will slowly return to normal. 


I only hope that others will get to 
again, and it’s times like these that experience their reunions soon too. 
I miss the simple things acutely, 


like the feel of Jo’s hand in mine. 


This is the first Eid 

without our son close 

to us, without having 
a word with him. 


We don't even 
know when our 
son will return 


X \ \ 
Rashida Begum, 
Rayhan Kabir's mother 


Excoent Comics Fora DeBased Age.” 
= Douce Carol Oates 


From our descent 
into the Trump era to the 
2020 pandemic, we've collected 200 pages 

of our best political cartoons and satire on our 
dystopian hellscape. Featuring interviews and 
work from more than two dozen Nib cartoonists! 


GEt the Ni 
IN YOUR iNBOX 


Sign up for The Nib’s daily newsletter 


and start your day with free comics instead of 

a Zoom meeting. Every weekday morning we 
send out brand-new work from some of the best 
political and nonfiction cartoonists in the world, 
satirizing or digging deeper into all the headlines 
you were mad about the day before. You could 
not possibly begin your day in a better way while 


staring at your phone. 


POLITICAL NONFICTION [INTERNATIONAL 


COMICS > AND MEMOIR : JOURNALISM 
Read Tom Tomorrow’s cartoons from : Weekly long-form comics, like on-the- : From a look at the cult in South Korea 
the corona-verse, Pia Guerra skewering i ground reportage from BLM protests, i whose denialism helped spread COVID-19 
Trump, Matt Bors from the Wasteland, i unexplored areas of history, and Breena i to illustrated reporting from Russia’s 
and up-and-comers like Charis JB and i Nujfiez’s Ignatz-nominated comic } recent election, we’re publishing comics 


Niccolo Pizarro. : “I Exist” on their nonbinary identity. : you won’t find anywhere else online. 


Each issue of The Nib magazine is built around a 
theme we explore through nonfiction, memoir, 
and satire—all in comics form, the best medium. 
We are a publication entirely supported by our 
readers. By becoming a member of The Inkwell, 
you will receive three issues a year of our award- 
winning magazine and help support all the work 


we do across web and print. 
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BOOKSTORE | PHONE | DID SOMEONE 
DISCOUNTS BACKGROUNDS - SAY STICKERS? 


THEONZB 


SS en 
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SOY | Keser 
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Gemma Correll 


ZQUAR 


GRAB YER CRAYONS 


UnWashed sweatpant 
Ol Eee | 
=I 

Pink 
Viral particulate 
Steen 
Is it hayfever or the 

<a) ‘rona red 


PUZZLE TIME! 


CAN You MAKE IT OUT OF THIS 
GROCERY STORE WITHOUT BEING 
DRIVEN MAD BY PEOPLE WHO 
CAN'T SEEM TO OBEY SIMPLE 


BLOODY INSTRUCTIONS? 


START all k 


an — Ree 
MWe—— 
| 
3 Lh 


PRODUCE 
FONDLER > Soong! 
Riel od 
KAREN 


STRIPS 


L\ 
V 


FINISH 


MEMORY 
GAHE 


REMEMBER THESE 
THINGS 2 DON'T THEY 
ALL SEEM LIKE DISTANT 
MEMORIES, AS IF FRom 
ANOTHER LIFETIME? 


AAAAAAAHHH. 


Whipped toilet 
cogree 


Faith ih) buying 


8% LOOK, WE'RE REALLY SCRAPING THE BOTTOM 
OF THE BARREL AT THIS POINT, OK? 


LETS 
COLOR 


hf j 
V 9 1,.G 
SaLSR of) | 


This isn't fun any 


r) 4 

y = MECHANISMS 

§ 2 Sta Ft 

i oe 

re CIRCLE 

z 2 \* Your 
\er > FAVoRiTE/ 


WHAT DAY 
0S IT? 


COVID CURE! START 
YOU WILL NEED: yopka 
(UT 
CS HYDRoxy- 
CHLOROQUINE 

CIE 
es 
INSTRUCTIONS: 
MIX INGREDIENTS, 
GARNISH WITH Biberol | Habichuslas 

, AND SERVE IN 
AN EMPTY GOYa CAN, 
THEN LIGHT ON FIRE 

: WHO THE HECK 

BECAUSE... why hot? ‘ EVEN KNowS 7 


pe. Tors || SEREAMNG 
DD "IN WP Breas 


paper oe 


panic 7 


‘*. +40 
Optimism SCREAM \t. 


Joey Alison Sayers 


Breaking news: a deadly pandemic 
is sweeping the globe. = 


Pandemic update: virus found to be 


transmitted through canned food. B 


STRIPS 


STRIPS 


Pia Guerra Matt Lubchansky 


HEY EVERYONE, THANKS FOR IT'S A HARD TIME _WE OBVIOUSLY 
COMING TO THE ALL-HANDS OUT THERE FOR UNDERSTAND 
COMPANY MEETING. ALL OF US. 


OUR CEO IS SUCH A MAN AND, UH, DUE TO RECENT... 
WE'RE ONE OF THE PEOPLE! LOOK AT EVENTS. WE ARE GOING TO 
BIG FAMILY! — HOW NORMAL HIS LIVING LAY OFF MOST OF YOU, 


ROOM Is! EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY. 


~ 


THIS 1S HOW 
WE BUILD UP 
THE ECONOMY! 


ISA ote 
eae MD ae 
g & 


DON'T FORGET TO 
MAKE SURE THAT ALL 
THE UNION ORGANIZERS 
ARE RANDOMLY 
SELECTED. 


T AGREE, 
THAT WENT 
SMOOTHLY! 


STRIPS 


Charis JB 


IN THE NEAR FUTURE, 
AFTER THE FALL OF SOCIETY 
Vil Your symptoms are severe; you 
LUN need to get tested for COVID-19. 
\ 


Do you have health insurance? 


Not anymore. 


I'm sorry but this 
brand is out of network. 


We only take two-ply. 


In that case, it's going to 
cost three toilet paper rolls. 


Are you kidding me?! 


It used to be two rolls! 


Ben Passmore 


‘- Sa Poli i 
uring Philadelphia's first massive te delphia Police chief and 
protest against police violence | followed of the blac 
a crowd trying to remove a statue 
of Frank Rizzo- 


e! \ like where 
this is going- 


In the middle of a discussion about Cefore we knew it he was awa 


how the statue was attached aman hammering at the foundations oF 
appeared in the middle of the crowd, white supremacy hed made, 


Nes Pa Up With 

rebar concrete, 

tn it Someo: 
“aa. ND» figures be howto do 

¢ allyship right. 


STRIPS 


Eleri Harris 


How to Flee America 
During a Pandemic 

in Ten Extremely 
Difficult m 
Steps hie 


STRIPS 


Be born a middle-class dual citizen, 
so you have both a backup country 
and the means to purchase last- 
minute airline tickets. 

I got the 


Melbourne job! 
OMG! 


x 
Furlough be 
baby! 


Sell almost everything you own 
on Craigslist to strangers 
sprucing up basements for 

newly unemployed adult children 
who have to move home. 


Spend 10 hours on the phone with 
airlines and the government 
to find the sole flight available. 


San Francisco to Sydney it is! 


| ata Wis Lie = 

This rug is really going to 
tie the room together. 
ee eid 


Give away the rest to friends from 
your porch just as enormous *BLM 
protests break out in your city. 


Pack 11 suitcases and a bike into a 
rental van and drive for five days. 


ae 


© 


Admire the majesty of the redwoods, 
void of tourists (recommended). 


Dump an extraordinary volume of 
camping gear on a beloved friend. 


And now with the protests, 
all the stores are closed! 


oes 


Board a 15-hour flight in a deserted 
international airport with one tube of 
baby food and four diapers. 


Greet the friendly folks 
who meet your flight in another 
deserted international airport. 


VP ter for children! 

5 es 
Everyone on this 
plane hates you. 


< | a 
§ Bloody Borderforce, © 
if big guns but no masks! 


hs ta Jour nasal torture) 


~“ COVID-19 test — 


Spend two weeks in a quarantine hotel, 
with a cop at the door delivering 
your meals in paper bags each day. 


v= 


Not a mask 
in sight! 


"Uh... can we - Enjoy your freedom for a whole month 
Asap to vegetarian? | before the second-wave lockdown begins. 


@ 


STRIPS 


STRIPS 


VIRTUAL LEARNING FOR MY FIRST GRADER 
CONSISTED OF ONLINE VIDEOS, WORKSHEETS, 
AND THREE MORNING MEETINGS ON ZOOM 
EACH WEEK— 


IT WAS THE SAME QUESTION EVERY TIME, 
AND ALWAYS, THE HONEST ANSWER WAS HUNDREDS ARE 
PRETTY MUCH NOTHING. 


WATCHED 
POKEMON 


STRIPS 


OKAY, TIME 
FOR YOUR 
“SHARE.” 
WHAT DID YOU 
DO THIS WEEKEND 
THAT WAS 
INTERESTING? 


| FELT TERRIBLE GUILT ABOUT IT. 


LIKE, WE SHOULD HAVE TRIED HARDER 
TO GIVE HIM A MORE STIMULATING TIME. 


BUT WE WERE JUST SO TIRED. 


IMAGINE MY RELIEF THEN, 
WHEN HE EXPLAINED TO HIS CLASS— 


Wee aun’) _eveN IF iT ENDS 
PERIOD OF | FOR US AS INDIVIDUALS 
INTENSE WITHOUT HARM— 
COLLECTIVE AS A SOCIETY, 
THIS IS Ls < 
TRAUMATIC, VES 


vay 


4 THIS ISN'T 
SPRING BREAK, aust TRYING 
WE'RE NOT ON to keep OUR 


WE'RE ALL 


VACATION. YOU DO OVER 


QUARANTINE 
THE WEEKEND? LOCKDOWN... 


WHAT DOL mmm | SLOTS IS 

NEED ONE FoR 
1 DREW Now?! AS 
CHALK WID’ A MATTER 
MY BRUDDER... § OF FACT, T 
PROBABLY 
CAUGHT IT 
FROM You! 


HEADS UP 
ABOVE WATER. 


WE'VE GOT 
TO BE ABLE TO 
GIVE OURSELVES 
PERMISSION 
TO UNDER- 
ACHIEVE, 


TORGE GONZALEZ 
+BASBS 77 


STRIPS 


Matt Bors 


CHLOROQUINE! GET 
THE TREMENDOUS CURE 
MANY PEOPLE ARE 
TALKING ABOUT! 


THIS WILL STRONGLY 

COMBAT THE ‘RONA— 

ZERO CASES BEFORE 
YOU KNOW IT, 


(eo 


law 


1 ONLY TAKE KS 


TRUMP BUCKS! 
PUT YOUR BAILOUT 
MONEY TO USE! 


CLOR-0-QUIN... 


BUCKS ARE 
WORTHLESS! 


WHEN ARE WE 
GETTING THE 
ECONOMY BACK 
TO NORMAL?! 


ARE YOU KIDDING? 
THE DOW IS UP! 


WOW, THAT'S AS 
HIGH AS I'VE EVER 


SHAME ON ME 
FOR ASSUMING 


SEEN HIM. THE WORST. 


Kendra Wells 


QUARANTINE. EXPECTATION: 


Wow! I HAVE AN ENDLESS 
SUPPLY OF SOURDOUGH! I'm 
CRAFTY AND TALENTED! 


QUARANTINE EXPECTATION: 


STAYING AT HOME 

MEANS I CAN BE 

CREATIVE WITH MY 
EXERCISE! 


QUARANTINE EXPECTATION: 


WE will GET 

THROUGH THIS, 

THINGS WILL BE 
OKAY. 


QUARANTINE REALITY: 


I DON'T KNOW 
WHAT'S WORSE, IF IT’S 
DEAD OR IF IT'S ALIVE. 


QUARANTINE REALITY: 


My HEART RATE IS UP 
SO THIS TECHNICALLY 
COUNTS AS A WORKOUT. 


QUARANTINE REALITY: 


WE will GET 

THROUGH THIS, 

THINGS WILL BE 
OKAY. 


STRIPS 
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Emily Flake 


RELICS « 


EARLY 


PANDEMIC. 


YOUR FORGOTTEN SovRDOUGH STARTER 


OH GOD, IT'S GOT 
EYES! How pID IT 


a GET er 
uf ihe: One 


in 


ToILET PATER STASH 
PILE. SATER. SUAS 


MAYBE You Covip 
Just, Like, USE US 


=, 
«| To TR. A TREE 
| 7 FOR HALLOWEEN 


OR SOMETHING? 


THE BAG OF SCRAPS You 


INTENDED To Sew INTO MASKS 
ee 


OH, SVRE, OLD NAVY 
GETS IN THE MASK 
GAME AND IT'S So 
LONG, D.LY. ETHICS 


orTimMism 


\'M MORE 
OF A “GLASS 
\S Fuck You" 
PERSON Now. 


{You're going 'C 


Ato have FUN. 


urnal 
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FIRST DAY. oF P SCHOOL 


But there, in 
of the classvy 


LET'S ARGUE ABOUT POLITY: 


and DAISY SCOTT AN 
REFLECTIONS ON THE ENIG 


D THE TULSA RACE RIOT 
MATIC AL COLUMBIA ° 


www .fantagraphics.com 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Letters to 
the Editor 


I LOST MY JOB AS A HOCKEY 
REFEREE. -KIT Y. 


Drawn by Xulin Wang 


I LOST MY JOB AS A BLACKJACK 
DEALER. -ANDREW S. 


I LOST MY JOB AS A FOOD SCIENTIST 


IN A CHOCOLATE FACTORY. -JADE M. TLOST MY JOB AS A STAGE 


MANAGER. -DANIEL B. 


Be 
(= = \@ 
4 
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I LOST MY JOB AS A RADICAL 
BOOKSTORE WORKER! -SAM S. 


I LOST MY JOB AS A MUSICAL 
THERAPIST AT A NURSING HOME. -BLAIR 


Ron A= 4 
ee 
S 


The pandemic and resulting economic crash has affected people 
from all walks of life. We did our best to get a sampling of what 
the last year has done to our friends and neighbors, and asked 
our Inkwell members: What job did you lose? 


I LOST MY JOB TEACHING AN AFTER-SCHOOL THEATER PROGRAM IN 
PUBLIC HOUSING PROJECTS. -DARIUS S. 


I LOST MY JOB AS A YOGA TEACHER 
AND BARTENDER. -CHRISTOPHER J. 


I LOST MY JOB AS A LIFEGUARD AT 
AN INDOOR POOL. -ROBIN G. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


LAuGA ATHAYIE 


Laura Athayde is a comics artist 
eh S € a and illustrator from Manaus, Brazil. 
J During the pandemic, she Finally 


Editor and Publisher: Matt Bors ; G POG lied Ber alan ve 
- g : ; watch the entire X-Files 


a gt Niccolo Pizarro is a Pinoy 
, M AX Lov - L cartoonist Prom Queens, NY. Since 
, ‘ his building has ceased its exterminator 


Max Loh is a Malaysian comics ¥ = oy a ee s i 
artist worKing in healthcare. to service due to the pandemic, he has 


He has become a plant engaged ina struggle against al bug 


parent during the pandemic. taKeover of his apartment. 


Whit Taylor is a cartoonist 
and editor who lives in New 
Jersey. During the pandemic, she 
. : : has gotten into vegan baking, 
Ben Passmore is a -2thke ’ especially muffin maKing. 
washed cartoonist existing 
in Philly. He shaKes trees 
for all his needs. 
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In this issue: 
Two dozen comics 
artists reflect on 
the absurdity and 
chaos of trying 

to live through 
the plague year. 
Somehow, despite 
the compounding 
crises, the world 
kept turning: 
Cartoonists 
document giving 
birth, getting 
married, mourning 
loved ones, and 
raging against 
government greed. 
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